a prayer to restore true love . . .

Father, we affirm again our love for You and at the same time
confess we have formed a picture of love that has limited our
ability to feel and receive Your love in the multitude of ways You express
yourself. We repent and ask Your forgiveness for the smallness of our vision.

We give to You our picture(s) of love. (Name those you know.) We ask You to
cause us to be aware of any others. We give them to You and ask You to bring
them to death—the positive as well as the negative. We see how we have
defiled our spouse, family, friends and coworkers because we could not
receive the ways they expressed caring. We insisted they fit into our molds,
not allowing them to be themselves. (Identify those defiled and ways you are
aware of defiling them.) Forgive us, Father, for our idolatry.

Cleanse us with Your love; lift away our false identifications and implant
Your vision of love for us. Open our eyes to see You and each other in new
and surprising ways. Help us to hear Your words of love to us and through
one other. Grant us boldness to say and do the things that will love and bless
othiers, and the courage to go outside our comfort zone to draw nurture from
You, Your creation and those You have placed in our lives to bless us.

IMPORTANT: These sample prayers are not formulas; rather, they offer
ideas and direction. Be led by the Holy Spirit, and use the substance of this
prayer as a guide. Also, pleaseacknowledge these prayers as sample
narratives, in which gender-exclusive references are used as they would be
used in a real situation. For this reason, some prayers are for a female and
others for a male. All are interchangeable.

34




allels

g

Errrinnie

HHENBE

Uity

2

M

dnnnnnnnnnnnn

Y
{

nn

Copyright © (985, 1997 Revised 2000, 2003, 2002, 2003 Elijah House,Pinc., Post Fails, 1daho
All rights reserved. Unauthorized duplicatien prohibited.

143



| frorn HIrn Images and ICOI‘IS are worshjpped as though God were

._1dolatrous worshlppers cannot transcend SLgns and symbels to trul
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"1aws and forrns Is: qLute b
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_they cannot fully comprehend any love found outsu:le th:
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'; . _who and what they themselves are. Qur children oftén rebel aga:nst our control because t.hey need o
- individuate to:be themselves, and they find they.can’t be as Iong aswe’re around "For thisreason,the

'Senpture says, “Tmly,truly,lsayto you, unlessagrain of wheat fallsinto th earth and dies; itremains by

itself,alone; butifitdies; itbearsmuchfruit”’ (John 12: 24). Thusweremajnaloneunnlouridolsdleandpec;pief _

o 'can feel free to be themselves in ourpresence

_-__Gocl is love He wants to ‘meet us personaily, to. have. oppertumty to express and receive. love Our'_" '
_ldentiﬁcatlons offove; olridols, preventthatw—thh Him and with otir human 16 ved ones: ‘Deathonthe cross_"-f"_f_'
istheapswer: .'....whoeverIoseshlshfeforMy sake, heisthe one whowﬂl savext”(Lukeg 24); Thesooner,'_:-.--_'_f:
wenailthosefalseldolstothecross andlet Jesus’ freemg lovelwemus the_soenerweWIIIexpenencethe -
T love G
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Identifications of Love

Take a few minutes to answer these 2 guestions.

What tells me (or makes) you feel loved?
Or asked a different way.

What behaviors from loved ones most assure you that
you are loved?

What do you do to elicit “love packages” from others?




